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about her. It is possible that her early childhood
had been very unhappy, for her mother, Catharina,
had suffered for many years from a distressing
illness.

But Sara had been happy with Jesper. The family
now included seven children, three boys and four
girls, though the youngest, Margaretta, was only
one year old when her mother died. Anna was
but ten and Emanuel eight. It was hardly to be
expected that Anna could be mother to so large a
family of brothers and sisters. Within a year Jesper
married again, choosing another Sara.

'I heard of her devotion, her piety, and her kind-
ness to the poor/ said Jesper many years later; cin
short, such a one as would suit me very well. I
wrote to her and told her my intentions. She
agreed to my wishes. Two days before the wed-
ding, I came to Stockholm, whither she afso had
come. I was led into a room where she was sitting
alone. We talked together for a long time and
confirmed our friendship by shaking hands and
with a loving embrace/

One night in 1702, when Emanuel was fourteen
years old, he was awakened by the cry of 'Fire!'
Rising hastily from bed, he found the whole town
in. a commotion. His brothers and sisters were
hurried into the open Street, and it was soon seen
that a great fire was burning down large numbers